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Michael Loudon 
Spring 2006 (TR 5:00-6:15 CH3150) 
Office: CH 3361 (3140) 
Phone: 581-6312 
Office Hours: 
TR 11:00-12:00; W 1-2; 
or by appointment 
Email: mdloudon@eiu.edu 
ENGLISH 3009G.007: Myth and Culture-Sy11abus 
Januazy 
T 10: Course Introduction: Contexts and Frames 
Foundational ideas: the word myth as utterly false, as absolute truth 
R 12: Joseph Campbell, The Hero's Journey (video BL 304.H45x, 1987) 
The archetypal approach to myth 
T 17: Discussion of The Hero's Journey and archetypal approaches 
Handouts: "Myth" and "Culture" (Ray Williams) 
"Archetype" (Princeton Encyclopedia of Poetics) 
"Myth" (Princeton Encyclopedia of Poetics) 
R 19: Claude Levi-Strauss, Myth and Meaning (MM): "The Meeting of Myth and 
Science"; "'Primitive' Thinking and the 'Civilized' Mind"; "When Myth 
Becomes History" (Structuralist approaches) 
T 24: Ernst Cassirer, Language and .VJ.yth (LM): 
"The Place of Language and Myth in the Pattern of Human Culture"; "The 
Evolution of Religious Ideas"; "Language and Conception" 
R 26: (continued) 
T 28: Clifford Geertz, Local Knowledge (LK): "Blurred Genres: The Refiguration 
of Social Thought"; "Found in Translation: On the Social History of the 
Moral Imagination"; "Common Sense as a Cultural System." 
Februazy 
R 2: (continued) 
Essay #1 assignment-working definitions (1-2 pp). (These preceding 
theoretical readings will be introduced in lecture, but you should read 
them carefully and reflectively. Work through them over the course of the 
term; for example, finish the Levi-Strauss chapters by the second week, 
work through the Cassirer book in the third week and complete the Geertz 
essays over the next two weeks. You can always, of course, go back and 
forth among the texts and essays as one mythic text or another seems to 
lend itself to a particular approach. 
T 7: Review Discussion: Comparison of perspectives and methods: 
interpretive anthropology (LK), structuralism (MM), archetypal (handouts) 
and symbolist (LM) approaches to myth studies. Assumptions and 
experience-student premises for developing working definitions of myth, 
religion, history and science. What world through whose eyes? 
R 9: Types of myth-ritual, origin, cult, prestige and eschatological 
concepts. Diffusion and disintegration of myths. Essay #1 DUE 
T 14: Native American Mythologies 
Poetics of orality and literacy (handout) 
R 16: Native American mythology (handout); essay #2 assignment-analysis of one 
Native American myth, using perspective in LK, MM or L~2-3 pp. 
T 21: "Acoma Pueblo origin myth" (handout) 
R 23: "Winnebago trickster cycle" (handout) 
T 28: The Mission (film); Take-home midterm essay examination assigned 
March 
R 3: (continued); discussion of myth, culture and colonization; Essay #2 DUE 
T 7: Geert z, LK: "The Way We Think Now: Toward an Ethnography of Modern 
Thought"; "Local Knowledge: Fact and Law in Comparative Perspective." 
R 9: Cassier, LM: "The Successive Phases of Religious Thought"; "The Power of 
Metaphor." Take-home midterm essay examination DUE 
Spring Break 
T 21: Pacific Island Traditions 
R 23: 
T 28: 
R 30: 
April 
Patricia Grace, Dogside Story; Essay #3 assignment 
(continued) 
(continued) 
(continued); Essay #3 DUE 
T 4: Epeli Hau'ofa, Tales of the Tikongs; Essay #4 assignment 
R 6: (continued) 
T 11: The Palauan "storyboards" (lecture and handout) 
R 13: ~he Bikini Atoll (film); Ghost Fleet: chapters 1-5, 9 
Essay #4 DUE; Essay #5 assignment 
T 18: Robert Barclay, Mel al 
R 20: (continued) 
T 25: (continued) 
R 27: (continued); Essay #5 DUE 
Final Examination: Tuesday, May 2, 5:15-7:15 in CH3150 
